Public Involvement Overview

January 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 21
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 201
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau 20
Presentation/Events 12
Neighborhood Boards 8
TAC 0
Community meetings 0

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Individual submissions/inquiries. Does not include individual transcript comments from Public
Hearings. Only includes letters received before January 31, 2009 by comment team and not all letters

DTS/RTD has.
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The state's collection fee is already running up the project cost by 10 percent, and extending the tax
by a year or two would inflate the end cost of transit to O'ahu taxpayers by another 10 percent or
more.

Add the fact that the current rate of transit tax collections won't come close to covering the $4 billion-
plus local share at the end of 15 years, and we have cause for serious taxpayer alarm.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090204/COLUMNISTS21/9020403 56 & template=printart[2/4/2009 2:47.08 PM]
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He said the plan, which would beef up existing bike and pedestrian safety programs and also dedicate
money to new bike lanes and pedestrian signals, is still about building roads and accommodating
other modes of transportation. He said instead it should be about providing safe access to all
transportation modes.

"It's really a big mind shift," he said.

projects statewide

The plan, which was unveiled Jan. 22, would touch residents in just about every community on every
island, except Lana'i. It includes some 183 projects, from setting up a $50 million afternoon contraflow
lane on H-1 Freeway west-bound to constructing a Lahaina Bypass for about $175 million.

On O'ahu alone, some 76 projects are planned at a cost of $1.9 billion.

The plan is designed to decrease the number of people killed on Hawai'i highways each year by
about 40 and cut daily commute times by as much as 30 minutes. Officials estimate someone who
lives in Kapolei and works in Honolulu could save up to $1,825 a year in gas, time spent in traffic and
car wear and tear.

But that savings won't come cheap in the short run.

The state said half of the plan would be paid for by state and federal appropriations, while the rest
would come from increases in fuel and weight taxes and vehicle registration fees, setting the average
driver back about $170 a year.

The tax and fee increases wouldn't go into effect right away, but would be triggered by 1 percent job
growth over two consecutive quarters. State officials say the growth trigger is designed to make sure
people can afford the increases.

Morioka said many of the larger projects would start construction phases in about two years, when
the job growth requirement is expected to have been met and the economy is forecast to be
improving. Some of the projects are in planning phases now, while other smaller work (such as a
complimentary tow program on the freeways) is set to kick off as early as this summer.

Key state lawmakers have backed the tax and fee increases, which require legislative approval. State
Sen. Will Espero, Transportation Committee chairman, said the increases aren't ideal, but are needed
to make overdue road upgrades.

"If we didn't have a growing population, we wouldn't have to make such investments," Espero said
last week. "And until we have a perfect transportation system, we do have to widen roads and build
new roadways."

few details released

Few specifics on projects in the plan have been released, beyond estimated price tags. Some of the
projects were suggested years ago to tackle bottlenecks or safety concerns. Others were added as
the plan was being compiled. Many target congestion, but others focus on stabilizing bridges,
protecting shorelines and stabilizing slopes. Some would also beef up traffic management systems.

Though the plan is designed to cut traffic congestion, commutes are still projected to worsen over the
next decade. The state says Kapolei residents spend about 130 minutes in traffic on average per day.
In 10 years, with the plan in place, that commute will increase by 10 minutes. Without the changes,
Kapolei residents would spend about 170 minutes commuting to town each day, according to state
figures.

Gordon Lum, the O'ahu Metropolitan Planning Organization executive director, said some people
would say the plan isn't worth the cost if commuting times are still expected to increase. But he
disagrees and thinks most drivers will come around sooner or later. "The only way you can get better
(commute times) is to build more highways,"” he said. "And what would that cost us?"

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090204/NEWS01/902040395 &template=printart[2/4/2009 8:31:13 AM]
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State officials said taxpayers will be able to recoup at least a portion of the tax and fee increases,
because the road improvements will result in savings in gas, time and vehicle wear. The Department
of Transportation estimated that savings at about $1,825 a year for someone who lives in Kapolei and
works in Honolulu.

Gas prices

The proposed gas tax increase comes as consumers are enjoying a respite from the record-breaking
fuel prices of last summer, when O'ahu prices climbed to a peak of $4.39 per gallon. Ho- nolulu gas
prices over the weekend averaged $2.28 per gallon, according to AAA Hawaii.

The U.S. Department of Energy's Short Term Energy Outlook is projecting a less-steep increase in
gas prices nationally this year of 19 cents per gallon, followed by a 31-cent increase in 2010.

State Rep. Joseph Souki, D-8th (Wailuku), sees the proposed gas tax increase as a "painless” way to
squeeze more dollars from taxpayers, and more sensible in the long run instead of relying on
government borrowing to fund road projects.

"The good thing about it is that you're not punishing future generations to pay for what we need now.
Users who are using the roads now will pay for it, and that's not a bad idea," said Souki, chairman of
the House Transportation Committee.

"For those who don't want to raise taxes but want all the services anyways, this is a bad idea. Then
there are those who are akamai enough to understand if you don't have revenues, you can't do
anything."

Right time

Lowell Kalapa, head of the private, nonprofit Tax Foundation of Hawaii, favors an immediate increase
in the gas tax, at a much smaller level, so the state doesn't waste time in generating revenue.
Motorists would be more willing to accept increases now, Kalapa said, because gas prices are
relatively low.

"You don't want to enable a higher cost of living, but on the other hand, unless you can find another
way to raise money for highways, that's the only alternative,” he said.

Kalapa said he is doubtful the economic triggers proposed by the governor will be reached anytime
soon.

"Does the governor know something we don't know? We won't have that kind of growth. If we don't
trigger the increases, then what will we do? | know it's politically unpopular to raise taxes, but on the
other hand we could be in dire financial straits if we don't."

He said it would have been wiser to raise the tax by 2 or 3 cents and increase vehicle fees a couple
years ago, and instead of exempting gas purchases from the general excise tax, dedicate GET
revenues collected on gas purchases to the state's highway fund.

Although tapping into taxpayer pocketbooks, higher gasoline prices can spur conservation and prove
more effective than tax credits and other incentives in encouraging electric cars and other technology,
according to Kalapa.

"Raising the gas tax by 10 cents can be seen both as bad and good: Bad because it will cost more to
drive; good because it will change people's habits and they will be more inclined to drive fuel-efficient
vehicles," he said.

‘Small price to pay’

Waipahu resident Jeroen Joosten, 32, said taxes in Hawai'i are very low compared with his native
Netherlands and elsewhere in Europe. He said he'd accept higher gas taxes in return for better
roads.

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATID=/20090209/NEWS01/902090352 &template=printart[2/9/2009 6:50:14 AM]
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"l think it's a small price to pay if the improvements will really be done," Joosten said.

Already in place are substantial water and sewer rate hikes that officials said are necessary to fund
long-delayed repairs and improvements.

In 2006, the Honolulu Board of Water Supply implemented a 58 percent rate increase spread out over
five years to lessen the impact on consumers. By July 2010, a single-family home that uses 13,000
gallons a month will be paying $78.38 per bimonthly billing, or $172 more a year than before the start
of the rate increase.

An average household is now paying $69.11 bimonthly, with charges climbing to $74.72 in July.

The figures do not include power cost adjustments, which currently stand at $1.22 per month.

Sewer rates

Meanwhile, the city's Department of Environmental Services is halfway through a four-year rate hike
that will increase the bimonthly bill for an average household by 107 percent. That translates to an
additional $900 per year in sewer charges by July 2010.

Sewer charges that are now $138.96 per bimonthly billing will jump to $164.12 in July, costing
customers an additional $151 annually. In the final year of the rate increase, sewer bills for the
average household will rise to $188.62 per bimonthly billing.

Homeowners are waiting for the next shoe to drop: real property taxes. Escalating property values in
recent years allowed the city to keep homeowner tax rates flat this year after two years of rate cuts,
but that has all changed.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann hasn't released the administration's proposed budget for the next fiscal year,
but city officials say they haven't ruled out new tax hikes and fee increases to offset a looming $13
million to $40 million deficit.

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATID=/20090209/NEWS01/902090352 &template=printart[2/9/2009 6:50:14 AM]
AR00082838









www.HonoluluAdvertiser.com | Printer-friendly article page

There is further reason for concern: Rising seas could not only destroy tourist beaches, but could also
engulf our ports, forcing us to be self-sufficient or perish. In the past several months, more than 30
nations have experienced food riots, and so far one government has fallen. It could happen here.

We will also need lands for biofuels to run our electric plant, our cars, and the airplanes that serve us.
We must save our best farmlands. It makes no sense to cover then over. We can only save them with
public action.

Wirite or e-mail your city council member or the Department of Planning and Permitting, and tell them
The 'Ewa Development Plan must be changed to move the Ho'opili land outside the Urban Growth
Boundary, and to keep it in agriculture.

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090210/OPINION03/902100310&template=printart[2/10/2009 7:10:53 AM]
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It has been reported that the half-percent transit tax collection for the mass-transit system could have
a projected shortfall of $29 million in revenue collected for current 2009 fiscal year. Having an open
and honest discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of the DBOM procurement method for
the $5.28 billion mass-transit project will show how we can save money in the long run for this much-
needed system.

Let's ensure that the project is built on time and within budget. Using the DBOM procurement method
will successfully accomplish this goal.

City Councilman Donovan Dela Cruz wrote this commentary for The Advertiser.

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090217/OPINION03/902170310&template=printart[2/17/2009 7.02:29 AM]
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Written by Tim Sakahara - tsakahara@kgmb9.com
February 19, 2009 07:34 PM

In his fifth state of the city address,
Honolulu mayor Mufi Hannemann did what
everybody is doing these days: talking about money.

His theme was collaboration, creativity and commitment.

You could pretty much guarantee that during Hannemann's speech, he
would sing and talk about rail transit. And he did. But the economy took
center stage.

In song, Hannemann welcomed the audience to his world; a world that's
focused on making it through the down economy.

He says the city will have a $220 million budget shortfall over the next
two fiscal years, which means hiring restrictions and fee hikes.

Furthermore, he announced that union workers and managers except for
police and fire won't get raises and 36 of his directors and deputies will
work one day a month without pay.

"We have to prepare ourselves beginning right now. That's why we're
developing a two year budget, one that looks down the road rather than
what's at the next intersection,” Hannemann said.

"That's the spirit that will grow and I think we all have to contribute in
some way to help our counties, our state and our country," said Sen.
Daniel Akaka.

"We need to be open to all possibilities at this point," said Honolulu city
councilmember Todd Apo.

"This wouldn't be a Mufi Hannemann speech without taking about rail
transit,” Hannemann said.

http://kgmb9.com/main/index2 .php?option=com_content&task=view&id=14277&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=40 (1 of 2) [2/20/2009 9:00:54 PM]
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The city has said the cost of expanding the plant is significantly less than the cost of building a new
facility.

The city plans to install a third combustion unit that would expand the facility's current processing
capacity from 610,000 tons to 910,000 tons a year.

City Council Chairman Todd Apo, who supports the expansion, said he wasn't aware that the costs of
adding the third H-power boiler had risen so high.

"That is obviously a number that there's going to be a lot of discussion on," he said.

http://www . honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090220/NEWS04/902200337&template=printart[2/20/2009 6:50:57 AM]
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Ultimately the success of the plan Hannemann presented depends on a more collaborative spirit
among public agencies at every governmental level.

If the unifying force of impending fiscal collapse can produce this kind of accord, that would be a silver
lining in this very dark cloud.

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090220/OPINION01/902200319&template=printart[2/20/2009 6:53:53 AM]
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It also will allow more, small local businesses to participate in the project, Yoshioka said.

"We're trying to maximize the involvement locally, so that's one of the ways we think we can achieve
that," he said.

City on the hook

If things don't go as planned, the city will be on the hook for any construction and operating cost
overruns exceeding $1 billion on the East Kapolei-to-Ala Moana elevated train.

Dela Cruz suggests the city enter into partnership with a private developer that would design, build,
operate and maintain the elevated commuter rail. That one big contract could allow the city to fix system
costs early, while placing the risk of cost overruns and delays on the contractor. Such risk-sharing would
provide incentives to reduce costs, improve quality and decrease project construction costs.

Public/private partnerships have been used on numerous large public works projects on the Mainland.
Driven in part by a lack of federal highway funds, public/private partnerships typically are used on
highway projects where private partners can benefit from future tollway revenues. However, such
partnerships are increasingly used on public transit projects such as trains.

For example, the eight-mile JFK Airtrain, which connects New York's John F. Kennedy International
Airport to subway and commuter trains, was built under a design, build, operate and maintain contract. A
major portion of New Jersey's $2.2 billion Hudson-Bergen Light Rail also was built under a similar
arrangement. According to a 2007 Congressional report by the Federal Transit Administration, the
Hudson-Bergen Light Rail project was completed one to two years ahead of schedule because of the
use of a design, build, operate and maintain arrangement.

Overall, per-project cost savings ranged from $1 million to $38 million compared with estimates based
on the design-bid-build approach to project delivery, according to the FTA study.

"As one project sponsor observed, under a design-bid-build approach contractors would sit back and
leave it to the sponsor to resolve design problems," the report stated. "On the other hand, with design-
build, the contractor team members must implement what they themselves design, and will come to the
plate much faster to make sure the design works than under design-bid-build."

While partnering with the private sector could save money in the long term, the upfront costs likely would
be higher, said Joe Uno, president of Honolulu engineering consultant J. Uno Associates.

"If you want to shift the risk to the design, build, operate and manage (approach), then you have to pay
for that risk up front," he said. "On design-bid-build (projects) you keep the risk, but the risk might cost

you money later because you run into bones on the way or because your ridership isn't as high as you
projected.”

There's also the risk that the city may not be abe to find a private partner or that private parties may find
the projected cost of Honolulu's project unrealistic, said Robert Poole, director of transportation studies
for the Los Angeles-based libertarian think tank the Reason Foundation.

faulty estimates?

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20090222/NEWS09/90222036 5 &template=printart (2 of 3) [2/22/2009 6:58:57 AM]
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what has happened,” Fujii said. "We're looking at a scene of over one-half mile in length. Police
investigate hundreds of accidents and clear them without the public complaining.

"We don't feel we were out of the norm," Fujii said. "We have a responsibility to the public to conduct
a full investigation and this took longer because of the sheer size of the scene of the crash.”

cleaning up the spill

While the closure made Chad Ajimine late for his daughter's soccer banquet, he said that once he
learned that there had been a fatal accident that caused traffic to back up to Hawai'i Kai, he
understood.

It took him more than an hour to travel a distance that usually takes about 30 minutes, he said.

"The roads were so congested," Ajimine said. "It was frustrating because we were late for the event,
but the police had to do their investigation. It's just one of those things you can't predict. There's
nothing you can do about it."

During the Saturday fuel spill, the freeway was partially reopened after firefighters removed the rig
and cleaned up the spilled gasoline at 1:30 p.m. Aloha Petroleum, the tanker company, brought in
their own contract workers to clear soil on the shoulder that was exposed to the toxic chemical
benzine, said Janice Okubo, state Department of Health spokeswoman.

That work took from 1:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., she said.
Aloha Petroleum officials were unable to provide details on the cleanup.

The fuel spill occurred when the drive shaft on the tanker truck broke and punctured the forward tank,
said Seelig. Firefighters worked to contain the spill, and closed the freeway until the highly flammable
vapor cloud dissipated.

"We work with the Department of Health and with a release like this and with this many players that
have to come to a scene like this, it takes more time," Seelig said.

"No one agency does it. And it was done without further mis-hap."

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090224/NEWS01/902240349&template=printart[2/24/2009 8:31:06 AM]
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Police began shutting down the H-1 freeway eastbound lanes from the Ewa/Kunia exit at about
9:15 a.m. and eventually closed westbound lanes as well. All lanes were reopened by 7:30 p.m.

State and federal firefighters assisted, applying foam over the approximately 2,500 gallons of
spilled fuel.

The tractor's drive shaft had dislodged, puncturing the first compartment of a 5,000-gallon tank
on the tractor, which was pulling a second 5,000-gallon tank on a trailer.

The Fire Department left at 1:30 p.m. when the tanker truck was hauled away.

The remaining cleanup of a grassy area was conducted by a private contractor and continued
until shortly before 7:30 p.m.

A Department of Health spokeswoman said Aloha Petroleum hired a contractor to remove the
contaminated soil, and the freeway had to remain closed to do the work safely.

The 5 1/2 -hour closure of the H-1 freeway Sunday in the westbound lanes near the 7th Avenue
overpass was needed to conduct a thorough investigation by HPD's Vehicular Homicide Section,
said HPD Maj. Frank Fujii. Police took three hours just to map the accident scene since the
debris covered a half-mile. He said an investigation includes interviewing witnesses and
photographing the area to reconstruct the scene in case a crime occurred.

A 35-year-old Kapolei man was traveling more than 100 mph when he slammed into a guardrail
and was thrown onto the roadway as his 2008 blue and white Suzuki motorcycle continued on.
The man then was struck by a car, Fujii said. He was taken in critical condition to the Queen's
Medical Center, where he was pronounced dead at 5:06 p.m.
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impact on many of us, we owe it to her to provide the community with a true continuity of
service," her staff said in a joint statement yesterday. "She always said that any neglect of our
community would be completely inexcusable."

It will cost about $250,000 to send ballots to the roughly 55,000 registered Windward Oahu
voters, according to Bernice Mau, acting city clerk.

"We're trying to save the city as much money as possible," Mau said.
The City Council post pays $45,084 a year,

Candidates interested in running for Marshall's seat would be able to file after the City Council
meeting tomorrow afternoon. The term would end in 2012.

These candidates will not have to collect signatures to file to run, unlike in typical elections, Mau
said.

Possible candidates include some local politicians that have been out of the political scene and
some fresh faces.

Former City Councilmen Steve Holmes and John Henry Felix have expressed interest in running
for the seat.

Holmes and Felix served together on the nine-member City Council together during the 1990s.
Holmes later went on to join former Mayor Jeremy Harris' administration.

Some new politicians include Marshall's aide Ikaika Anderson and Marshall's former opponent
in the 2008 primary election, Leigh Prentiss.
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Midweek

February 25, 2009
Different rails

In his recent letter, Robert Kruse made a common mistake in comparing the
price of the Phoenix area's new, street-level rail system with the cost of
Honolulu's elevated train program. Having worked on both, | will note that while
each system is 20 miles long, they are significantly different.

First, Honolulu trains will run twice as fast and carry twice as many riders.

Second, each project is suited for different train systems. Trains in the Valley of
the Sun run on the ground because Phoenix is flat and spacious, with plenty of
room for trains. In addition, the trains run on city-owned streets, greatly
reducing land-use costs. This does, however, eliminate traffic lanes for vehicles.

In contrast, land is precious in urban Honolulu, where our densely packed
population lives on a narrow strip of land between the mountains and the sea.
Our scarce terrain and population density are ideal for elevated trains. While
more costly, this technology does not consume our valuable traffic lanes.

Finally, Phoenix's 20-mile line will reach only a small part of the population. In
Honolulu, our project will serve some of the most densely populated areas of the
island.

Jerry Gill
Parsons Brinckerhoff

Honolulu
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